THE  LIGHT  OF  DAY

itself/' At Plataea both the Greeks and the Persians
refrained for ten days from making the attack, be-
cause the oracles and the victims were unfavorable.
The armies had their diviners, upon whose word the
generals waited. Not military considerations, but
religious omens determined them when to strike.
No expedition was undertaken without consulting
the oracles, and no action fought without offering
sacrifice. All through the Middle Ages, see what
a part religion, or what we now call superstition,
played in the world!

With the ancient peoples religion bore no essential
relation to morality ; the most dark and revolting
crimes were committed in the name of the gods.
The great change in the modern world is that there
is no religion without morality. This is the law for
Individuals* Nations are probably as immoral to-day
as ever they were, just as selfish and revengeful.

The intellectual point of view is bound to prevail
more and more. Our knowing faculties are certainly
outstripping our intuitions and our devotional in-
stincts. What will be the final result ?

The current religion gets into trouble the moment
it would make its point of view coincide with the
intellectual point of view, because its view is partial
and personal; it seeks a particular good, while the
Intellect seeks all truth, seeks to see the thing as it
IH in itself. Religion seeks to see the thing only as it
stands related to its particular end, helping or hin-
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